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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
A PLATFORM DESIGNED TO ACCELERATE DEVELOPMENT IN THE LOCAL TECH SCENE BY
ACTIVATING STARTUP COMMUNITIES THROUGH NETWORKS WITH CRITICAL FOCUS ON
INNOVATION AND DISRUPTION ACROSS KEY MARKETS
The first edition of the Global Impact Summit takes place in Nairobi, Kenya creating a premium stage to showcase
Africa’s best start ups and innovators in front of a global audience. Corporates, angels, VCs, incubators/accelerators
and entrepreneurs will join forces to create momentum and open dialogue in the African tech ecosystem

Creating opportunity and increasing the access to resources will be central to the two day entrepreneurial summit with a
host of speakers and workshops that will add value and empower local attendees and the greater community. Nairobi is
home to over 200 startups and has fast become a vibrant hub of East Africa’s tech scene. Support and resources are
essential to ensure economic growth and advancement through a platform such as Global Impact Summit, which will be
held annually in key regions across the continent.

Partners include iHub, the Institute for Social Advancement and the Vertex Summit.

A F R I C A : S TA R T U P C U LT U R E
CREATING AN ECOSYSTEM WHICH ADDRESSES IMPEDIMENTS TO A BUDDING STARTUP
SYSTEM IS CRITICAL
Emerging business in Africa has the potential to fuel the economy, provide local jobs, solve some of the
continents basic problems and expand globally into multimillion-dollar companies if the right network and
structures are in built.
The potential is vast and far from being reached. This makes Africa the perfect field for harvest by both local
and international investors given the right entry point to the region.
There are numerous barriers to entrepreneurship in Africa with some of the toughest conditions when compared
to the rest of the world. Africa also has a lot of economic drivers propelling a culture of innovation. These
factors have contributed to a growing startup culture spreading across the continent. As an emerging market,
the potential is greater than the problems that plague the region.

T H E G L O B A L I M PA C T S U M M I T 2 0 1 9 L A U N C H
SUPPORTING THE SUCCESS OF THE AFRICAN TECH ECOSYSTEM THROUGH OPPORTUNITY AND
GROWTH
Creating a support structure for startups will enable Africa’s young entrepreneurs to solve humanitarian problems by
employing technology. Providing talent with access to resources and opportunities can spark innovative ideas that solve
real life problems.
This has been the driving inspiration and urgency in developing the summit by organizers Abdullah Arif (based is New
York) and Marc Watum (based in South Africa). The Global Impact summit will create a platform to pitch, grow and learn
with leading accelerator programs and global companies.
With a fully open collaboration model bringing an increasing number of sponsors and ecosystem partners, the summit is
committed to support the success of the African tech ecosystem by attracting investors and corporates. The conference
serves as a platform for the continent’s best startups and innovators to showcase their world-class talent in front of an
audience of both local and international investors. Speakers from the world of AgTech, FinTech, and other focus area
who are either founders or co-founders will add value to empower local entrepreneurs.

EVENT OVERVIEW
29 AUGUST - 30 August, METTA NAIROBI, KENYA
The African entrepreneurial landscape has been scoured and some of the top
founders disrupting industries have been handpicked. Accelerators, incubators and
innovation hubs will come together over 2 days for panel discussions, workshops,
networking and mentoring sessions.
“Unleashing Collaborative Power: Maximising Positive Impact” featured panelists
include Nurhassen Mensur Mudesir, Co-founder of YenePay Financial Technologies;
Zoussi, CMO and Co-founder of Complete Farmer; Yusuf Reja, Founder of
ethiojobs.net
Key themes for the Summit include Agritech, Financial and Commerce inclusion, 4th
AI & Tech for Good and Healthcare with several innovation workshops with global
investors and corporates.
A pitch competition will give each startup the opportunity to present their idea or
product. Winning will guarantee mentor sessions, and exclusive opportunities with
prominent accelerators.

‘Our goal is that
entrepreneurs will take
this as a learning
experience in building a
stronger market
validation – proof of
concept, building
prototype, and launching
MVP are all vital stages’

A B D U L L A H A R I F, F O U N D E R

PA R T N E R S H I P B E N E F I T S
BECOME PART OF A FULLY OPEN COLLABORATION MODEL
CHANGING THE AFRICAN TECH ECOSYSTEM
We are creating the network foundation and starting the conversation, critical steps in
accelerating growth and innovation in local communities and the continent at large.
Become part of the support structure that ensures more success stories come out of
Africa through collaborative learning.
African entrepreneurs can lead into the future with innovative concepts and
companies that can travel the world creating competitive differentiation that in turn
changes the past narrative of Africa.

Ecosystem players are needed to make it easier to compete on a global level so
the entrepreneurs can do the rest.
The Global Impact Summit aims to be seen as an optimal entry point to identify
and engage with innovative African startups.

‘Being a key partner and building
the strongest tech ecosystem on
the continent and one of the best
in the world considering
challenges that exist. We are in
the region and drive connectivity
and community on the ground
after the summit takes place. We
need this as a catalyst to our local
community’ iHub representative

LINCOLN NJOGU, IHUB

JOIN A NETWORK OF KEY INDUSTRY
PLAYERS
BECOME A CATALYST FOR CHANGE

Help us create a solid ecosystem
that lays a foundation for the
companies of tomorrow by building
momentum today

CONCLUSION
THE NARRATIVE OF AFRICA CAN BE
CHANGED BY BUILDING A COMMUNITY FOR
AFRICANS BY AFRICANS
Both in spite of and because of the environment it’s
seeded in, African innovation is taking off and the result
could skip much of the hard yards of traditional
economic growth and propel the continent directly into a
vibrant digital economy.
The Global Impact Summit offers the ideal platform
where corporates, angels, VCs, incubators, accelerators
and entrepreneurs can join forces for the good of
innovation and growth of the local Africa tech scene,
accelerating change and development.
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